THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING

GELE

NEW JERSEY LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

AT THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
OF THE CITY OF TRENTON

Wednesday, October tath
1902
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HISTORY OF LIBRARIES IN TRENTON.

Twue HIsTORY of the library movement in the city of
Trenton dates back to the years of Benjamin Franklin.

One of the directors of the Junto Club Library,
founded by Franklin, was Dr. Thomas Cadwalader,
who resided for seven years in Trenton. He returned
to Philadelphia in 1750, and before his removal gave
£500 for the establishment of a public library in
Trenton. The library continued to flourish during the
colonial period until December, 1786, when it was
destroyed by the British. In 1797 the Trenton Library
was re-organized under the title of the Trenton Library
Company, consisting of about sixty proprietors or

shareholders. In 1804 a printed catalog was issued
indicating a collection of 700 volumes. In 1855 the
books were transferred to the Trenton Library Asso-
ciation, which had been organized in 1852. This asso-
ciation flourished for a time, but ultimately its books
and those of The Library Company passed into the cus-
tody of the Y. M. C. A., which had also a library. In
1879 these three collections were delivered into the
care of the W. C. T. U., which in 1899 had on its
shelves about 6,000 volumes, issued to the public on the
payment of a small fee.

ESTABLISHMENT OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY.

In May, 1900, the Board of Trustees of the Free
Public Library of the City of Trenton was appointed
and immediately entered upon its duties. In August of
the same year a site was purchased and the erection of
the new building begun. The collection of books held
by the W. C. T. U. was purchased, and the organiza-
tion of the library, with all its details of bhook pur-
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chases, cataloging, etc., was taken up in earnest. When
the plans of the library were formed, the stack system
was adopted, but further consideration modified the
system, and the Reference Room has now been equipped
with open shelves to accommodate 1,500 volumes, and
a Children’s Room with open shelves for 1,200 volumes
is a later compromise.®



STAIRCASE AND LOAN DESK, FROM REFERENCE ROOM.



WORK OF THE LIBRARY.

The number of readers’ cards issued up to date is
5,812, resulting in a daily average circulation of 536
volumes. The total coliection of books in the library
at present is 22486 volumes, fully cataloged and classi-
fied (D. C. system). The library is particula{ly strong

in books on applied sciences, and through the generosity
of a former resident of T'renton a valuable collection
of works on ceramics and decorative art has lately been
added to the institution.

THE LIBRARY BUILDING.

The library is situated on Academy street, near the
centre of the city, and the total cost of the building, includ-
ing site and interior furnishings, amounts to $r13,000.
The architect was Spencer Roberts, of Philadelphia.

The building is of white marble, in pure Grecian style
of architecture, with colonnade portico, deep revealed
windows and balustrade cornice. The spacious vesti-
bule, with marble floor and a wainscoting of Sienna
marble, leads into the main hall, from the rear of which
ascends the marble stairway to the second floor. The
main hall is 21 feet square; opening on the sides,
arched entrances lead into the main Reading and Ref-
erence Rooms on the right, while on the left is the
Children’s Room. Next to this is the Delivery Room,
and immediately adjoining is the Stack Room, with a
metal shelving for 40,000 volumes.

The stairway leading to the second floor is of
white marble with bronze railings. At the mezzanine

is a leaded-glass Palladian window, divided into three
lighted arches in the centre and framed in dark oak
columns and cornices. The design lined out in lead
and carried through the three openings pictures an old
formal garden with marble portico reflecting the rich
sunset color tones in the background. The edges of
dark green, touched with amber, form a border to a
path leading from the portico to the river and hills in
the distance.

On the second floor of the building, on the easterly
side, extending through the entire depth of the build-
ing, is the Lecture Room with a platform, well lighted,
and a seating capacity of 250. This room may also be
used for a reading-room, as the occasion demands.

The hall at the head of the stairway is of the same
size as the one on the lower floor, and is used as an
auxiliary Periodical and Reading-room. In front of
the hall and éver the vestibule is the I,ibrarian’s Room.

]



FIREPLACE IN TRUSTEES ROOM.



ORDER OF EXERCISES.

10:30 A. M.—1:30 P. M.

Address of Welcome,
Hon. Frank S. Karzensaci, Jr., Mayor of Trenton.

Response, G I ) it o AT SEs AL Sl i A S e
Rev. S. G. Avres, Librarian Drew Theological
Seminary Library.

AV T raveling LADTaTIan, Wi sl sw g s sayasisgisle
Ernest C. Ricaarnson, Ph.D., Librarian of Prince-
ton University.

Establishment of Libraries in Small Towns, ..........
Miss C. C. Lawmpert, Librarian Passaic Public
Library.

Discussion,
Mr. W. C. KimBar, of State Library Commission;
Mg. CHARLES Bax1ER, State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Schools; Mr. J. C. Dana, Librarian, Newark Free
Public Library; Miss Emma L. Apawms, Librarian of
Plainfield Public Library; and others.

Election of Officers, .. SfPuuiiinlinil s o fivls

In the afternoon visits will be made to the Public
Library of the City of Trenton, New Jersey State
Library, and the Library of Princeton University. By
the courtesy of the Trenton Street Railway Company,
trolley cars will transport the members of the Associa-

tion to Princeton and return, without charge.

E

Officers of the Association.

President,. ............S. G. Ayres, Madison.

H. G. Drars, Flemington ;
Miss E. H. Wesson, Orange.

Vice-Presidents,.......

ABCHBLARN - - - wrsicuaor omellle s Miss B. S. WiLpmaN, Madison.

Treasurer,. ............Miss S. S. Oppig, East Orange.




REFERENCE ROOM, FROM CORRIDOR.



The Librarian’s Room connects with and controls the
several departments on the second floor. Next to the
Librarian’s Room is the Trustees’ Room, 24 by 18, well
lighted on two sides, and which has been assigned by
the Trustees for the custody and use of valuable illus-
trated works on ceramics and decorative art, and also
of a medical library collated under the advice of a
Medical Library Association. These books are enclosed
in handsome mahogany cases. The portrait seen in the
illustration is that of the late Dr. Charles Skelton, by
whose bequest a large fund for the purchase of books
of art, science, history and travels was acquired by the
library.

Immediately back of the Trustees’ Room, and adjoin-
ing the Stack Room, is the Periodical and Newspaper
Room.

The building is heated by a combined system of direct
and indirect steam radiation, with an excellent ventilat-
ing system. The basement of the building, besides sup-
plying space for furnaces, is utilized for storage pur-
poses and also for work-room.

All of the rooms, with the exception of the Trustees’
Room, are finished in antique quartered oak; the
Trustees’ Room is finished in mahogany, with an open
fireplace in English red stone and mahogany. The
Reading and Reference Rooms, as well as the Children’s
Room, are furnished with large open fireplaces, long
oak tables, wall cases and chairs of the same material.
The hardware and electric fixtures in the main hall are
finished in Verde antique, and in all the other rooms
dull brass has been used.

INTERIOR DECORATIONS.

In the vestibule, above a high wainscot of Scagliola
Sienna marble, the walls are treated in turquoise blue,
upon which are two Guilloche bands of ornament in
gold leaf, one under the cornice, the other above the
wainscot ; between these, in deep relief, appears a car-
touche surrounded by maple leaves (the State’s em-
blem), all in gold leaf. On the medallion of the car-
touche are the three plows, the armorial bearings of
the city of Trenton. The ceiling is divided into a

series of panels in ivory tones, and still further out-
lined by a narrow wave-line in gold.

The entrance hall is a square, classic room, equally
divided on each of the four sides by three arches sup-
ported by piers of Scagliola Pavonazza marble, these
piers having on the faces pilasters of the same material
supporting a rich entablature painted in a soft, ivory
tone, the principal mouldings, or members, being ac-
centuated with deeper tones of the general tint. The






